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the demand; from which it follows that your fear of a
reduction of wages is unfounded* You do not see that
before the disbanding, as well as after it, there are in
the country a hundred millions of money correspond-
ing with the hundred thousand men* That the whole
difference consists in this : before the disbanding, the
country gave the hundred millions to the hundred
thousand men for doing nothing; and that after it, it
pays them the same sum for working* You do not
see, in short, that when a taxpayer gives his money
either to a soldier in exchange for nothing, or to a
worker in exchange for something, all the ultimate
consequences of the circulation of this money are the
same in the two cases; only, in the second case, the
taxpayer receives something, in the former he receives
nothing* The result is a dead loss to the nation*

" The sophism which I am here combating will not
stand the test of progression, which is the touchstone
of principles* If, when every compensation is made,
and all interests satisfied, there is a national profit in
increasing the army, why not enrol under its banners
the entire male population of the country < "